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natives had become so great, and their impor-
tunities to purchase palm-wine and other com-
modities so annoying, that I was glad when he
returned, under the expectation that his separation
from nie would prove, as it did, a diversion which,
by drawing off a considerable part of the natives,
would permit me to continue my journey with less
interruption. I now advanced with Anderson as
fast as the paths would admit, being anxious to
arrive at our point of destination that evening; my
companion, however, was desirous of passing the
night at the hut of a chief in the neighbourhood
of the beach, and endeavoured to dissuade me from
prosecuting our journey this evening. I have
already spoken of the qualifications of this man as
an interpreter, and have now to observe, that
he possessed others, which made him a useful
medium of communication with the natives : for
instance, he was a good-tempered fellow, could
laugh heartily whenever they laughed, eat and
drink whatever was placed before him, however
repugnant to an European stomach ; and, being
somewhat of their own colour, i. e. not many shades
darker, they were inclined to be particularly partial
to him.

Our path was at first tolerably good, and lay
through a level country, but, when we had pro-
ceeded about half way, became hilly, rugged, and
slippery, particularly after passjng the second of
two streams which intercepted our road, A num~